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Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that 

the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please 

fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering 

plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.  
 

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the 

words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of 

the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through 

the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small 

Catechism on pages 286-293. 
 

 

Everyone who has seen the grace of God will, whenever the opportunity arises, serve as a 

witness for Christ. However, Scripture teaches that there is also a need for individuals for 

whom gospel proclamation is their full-time focus. These workers are called by God himself 

through the Church to proclaim law and gospel in some public capacity. Jesus taught there will 

always be a need for such workers. “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few” (Luke 

10:2). 
 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Kirk Lahmann 

Preacher: Pastor Kenneth Rodrigue 

Accompanist: Cindy Klink 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 

1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed 

in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House. The Prayer of the Church is reprinted from Praying with the Readings… © Paul C. Stratman. Used with 

permission. The Closing Collect is reprinted from Now and Forever: Contemporary Collects…, © Paul C. Stratman. Used with 

permission. Artwork by Ian M. Welch, © Ian M. Welch, paramentics.com. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God  

unless they are born of water and the Spirit.  

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

 

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the   

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 



 

 
 

 

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
 

 

 
 

 

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and united us to 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, removes your guilt, and 

strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you and your children, and he will 

never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with 

God now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Almighty God, you have built your church on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with 

Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. Continue to send your messengers to preserve your 

people in true peace, that, by the preaching of your Word, your church may be kept free from 

all harm and danger; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 9Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10which he unrolled 

before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe. 

 1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak 

to the people of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 

 3Then he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with 

it.” So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. 

 4He then said to me: “Son of man, go now to the people of Israel and speak my words to 

them. 5You are not being sent to a people of obscure speech and strange language, but to the 

people of Israel— 6not to many peoples of obscure speech and strange language, whose words 

you cannot understand. Surely if I had sent you to them, they would have listened to you. 7But 

the people of Israel are not willing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen to me, 

for all the Israelites are hardened and obstinate. 8But I will make you as unyielding and 

hardened as they are. 9I will make your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do 

not be afraid of them or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious people.” 

 10And he said to me, “Son of man, listen carefully and take to heart all the words I speak to 

you. 11Go now to your people in exile and speak to them. Say to them, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says,’ whether they listen or fail to listen.” 

   

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings 

who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your 

care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants 

you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3not lording it over those entrusted 

to you, but being examples to the flock. 4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 

receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 

Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709159 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 1After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him 

to every town and place where he was about to go. 2He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 

the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field. 3Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4Do not take a purse or bag or 

sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

 5“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6If someone who promotes peace 

is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7Stay there, eating and 

drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from 

house to house. 

 8“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9Heal the sick who 

are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10But when you enter a 

town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11‘Even the dust of your town we wipe 

from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 12I 

tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

 16“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever 

rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 

 17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 

name.” 

 18He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to 

trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will 

harm you. 20However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 

are written in heaven.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Speak to us, Lord, and feed us with your Word. Open our ears that we take your Words to 

heart.  

God, be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine on us. 

  

Give all your people hearts of shepherds, especially those who are called to serve in the public 

ministry. Move them by your love to seek and to save the lost. 

God, be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine on us. 

  

Let your Word reach those who have not heard it. Soften hard hearts. Open our mouths to 

spread the Word we have heard.  

God, be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine on us. 

  

Almighty God, you are the ruler of all peoples on earth. Forgive our shortcomings as a nation. 

Purify our hearts to know and love your truth, and give wisdom to our leaders. 

God, be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine on us. 

  

Lord, maintain righteous government everywhere, that all things may take place in an orderly 

way and peace may be kept. Govern all things for the good of your people and for the spread of 

your gospel. 

God, be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine on us. 



 

Let your comforting Word refresh your people, especially those who suffer in mind, body or 

spirit. Encourage all with your promise so that when you appear, we will receive an unfading 

crown of glory. 

God, be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine on us. 

  

Almighty God, let the brightness of your glory shine on us, and let Christ, the Light from Light, 

shine in the hearts of all who have been born again by your grace in your Holy Spirit; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, when you call your people to follow you, you also call them to speak your 

message. Give us faithfulness and determination to speak your Word with your authority, and 

to rejoice that you are doing your work through us, and that our names are written in heaven; 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


